
 
 

 GEORGIA SCHERMAN PROJECTS, INC.   133 TECUMSETH STREET   TORONTO   ONTARIO   M6J 2H2   CANADA    416 554 4112   

 

 

 
 

It’s all about macho delicacy (excerpt) 
 

Gary Michael Dault 
 

February 19, 2005 
 
 
This is the second exhibition at Peak by Anna Passakas and Radoslaw 
Kudlinski, who together make up the art duo Blue Republic. The new exhibition 
is called Morning Daily and, like their previous exhibition, it is intense in its 
energies and demanding in the elisions of its meanings. 
 
Blue Republic, which began showing 12 years ago in Poland, tends to eschew 
any formal seductiveness or blandishment in their work in favour of a kind of 
elusive rigour, if I may push the paradox. Not that their work isn't attractive. 
It's just that its attractiveness is a snare. Once you move close enough to 
savour a piece, its enigmas begin to work on you, forcing you to puzzle them 
through -- just for your peace of mind. 
 
Take their work Couture (from their Transplants series). At first glance the 
work appears to be merely a lush colour photograph of a Cézanne-like 
scattering of peeled oranges. The trouble is, the peelings are rather off-
puttingly dark and sinister. Then you notice why: These glum items are potato 
peelings. Why? I don't know for sure -- you can't pin Blue Republic down to a 
mosaic of certainties -- but I would venture that it has something to do with 
the duo's suspicions of a too easily proscribed reading of any complex 
situation. Who knows any more whether you're going to get a potato just 
because you set out to peel one? 
 
The most complex -- and demanding -- of their current works is their sprawling 
meta-city made of cardboard and bits of comely refuse called Speeding. 
Speeding is hard to crack. It's an assortment of cardboard towers and discs 
with all sorts of materials (baskets, jars, rolled up magazines) contributing to 
its organized mayhem in a way that is eerily evocative of what Passakas sees 
as the resourcefulness of slum dwellers, whose imaginations help to 
compensate for their lack of normal resources. Morning Daily is admittedly 
difficult. But it won't leave you alone. 
 


